Mr. Leslie

AP Core

APUSH Movie Critique

40 pts.

The Critique should be typed 

*You may watch the films as a group, but the critique must be done independently. The films must be historically or thematically connected to a certain historical era of American History.

PARAGRAPH ONE – Information

Write a short paragraph including the name of the movie, the director, producer, the three top stars, and the year of release. Also include when and where you watched the film and any special comments on its release (was it an abridged or colorized version, was it in more than one part, was it part of a series, was it based on a novel, etc.)
PARAGRAPH TWO – The Plot

In no more than one good paragraph, summarize the plot. Of course, you will not be able to give all the details. Just condense the main story line into 5 – 8 sentences.
PARAGRAPH THREE – The Reality (and biggest part of paper)

What were the historical connections of the film?  Write a paragraph that connects the film to specific terms and events from AP US History.  Your essay should have lines like “when the leading lady was in the house it really showed how the Cult of Domesticity constrained women…”.  Or if you watch Gone with the Wind,, you can discuss the Cavalier lifestyle and Southern Honor Code. The paragraph may be all on one topic or theme, or it could cover many.
PARAGRAPH 4 – Evaluation

Give an evaluation of the film. Don’t just say, "I liked it because it was a good movie," or "I hated it because it was boring." Like a real film critic, point out the strengths and weaknesses of the movie. Which actors did a good job and which were inadequate? Were there stereotyped roles or rounded characterizations? Did the film make the viewer more aware of history or just confuse the issue? Would you recommend the film to another student? Why?
First Semester movie possibilities are any film based on US History from pre-Colombian history up to The Civil War.

There are many options but here is a decent list:

http://www.imdb.com/list/ls055560864/

